Equity in Thai Transport System
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Crisis = danger + opportunity

Prof. Dr. Paibul Suriyawongpaisal, Mahidol University
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Improved fairness of financial contributions
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Who gain! who lose! In
automobile dependent LTS




After completion, roads serve primarily the minority who can afford to drive, while
the poor continue to rely heavily on walking and headloading
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_ eath tolls from RTI on
Thai road

* 13,000-25,000
deaths per year

e 1.5- 2.9 / hour
e 70-80%

motorcylists
—77%head injuries
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Do they have a choice?

T he residential sois of Bangkok are jammed with traffic and
there are few places to walk or ride safely




Risk of death by distance travelled, 1995
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Aftermath of ignoring the voices
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?BEING LEFT OUT‘_,OF"“‘
THE LOOP
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Most road construction projects benefit only
the elite and do not employ local labor.

Sometimes evervthing from the construction
equipment to the asphalt had to be imported

to meet World Bank technical standards.
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Losers of inequitable LTS

Expanding urban roads comes at the expense of
slum dwellers.

Transportation projects are the leading cause of
involuntary resettlement of slum populations.

The poor are generally relocated farther from
their places of work, increasing their travel costs.

Converting land from low income housing to
roads also inevitably increases housing land
prices. iy
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Losers of inequitable LTS

* As with roads, simply pouring loan funds into
ill-targeted urban mass transit projects could
also have adverse impacts on the poor and

virtually no

nositive impacts.

* Most metro systems are unable to cover their

operating or ongoing maintenance costs, let
lone the capital costs.
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Towards equitable LTS
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REDISTRIBUTION OF 5
LIMITED RESOURCES |

Afribike Project, S. AITICa
(Above). Bike lanes in Tamale,
Ghana (right).
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Towards equitable LTS

maintenance met before new construction

ensure safe travel and crossing by pedestrians
and other vulnerable road users

construction process ...labor-based
construction methods ...local low-income
population

Rationalization of the use and rights of way
..sufficient to avoid expensive new road



Towards equitable LTS

Urban setting

* priority
access..before new
roads be built

— high capacity
vehicles

— high value added
vehicles
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Guiding lights towards equitable LTS

= Who are winners and losers ?

mm HOw do they win or lose?

mm HOW to strike equitable balance ?
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Box 2: Labour-intensive rural road construction benefits the poor

0 Employs 5 times more labor than machine-based construction.

0 Can be wage targeted on poorest groups.

0 With new construction or major rural road rehabilitation US$ 3.000 -
5000 per km myected mto local economy via wages.

0 Forward -linkages - spending earnings during construction -
oenerates income multipliers in range 1.5- 2.8

0 25-30% cheaper than comparable capital-intensive methods.
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Equity In LTS through people participation
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